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Agency name Department of Criminal Justice Services 

Virginia Administrative Code 
(VAC) citation  

6 VAC 20-220 

Regulation title Regulations for the approval of Field Tests for Detection of Drugs 

Action title Field Tests for Detection of Drugs 

Final agency action date 10/9/2003 

Document preparation date 10/9/2003 
 
When a regulatory action is exempt from executive branch review pursuant to § 2.2-4002 or § 2.2-4006(A) of the of 
the Administrative Process Act (APA) (townhall.state.va.us/dpbpages/dpb_apa.htm), the agency is encouraged to 
provide information to the public on the Regulatory Town Hall using this form.   
 
Note:  While posting this form on the Town Hall is optional, the agency must comply with requirements of the Virginia 
Register Act (leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+2.2-4100), the Virginia Register Form, Style, and 
Procedure Manual  (legis.state.va.us/codecomm/register/download/styl8_95.rtf), and Executive Orders 21 (02) and 
58 (99) (governor.state.va.us/Press_Policy/Executive_Orders/EOHome.html) 
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Please provide a brief summary of all regulatory changes, including the rationale behind such changes.  
Alert the reader to all substantive matters or changes.  If applicable, generally describe the existing 
regulation. 
                
 

Virginia Code § 19.2-188.1 permits law enforcement officers to testify, at preliminary 
hearing, to the results of field tests regarding the identity of suspected controlled 
substances.  This regulation establishes the process of approval of field tests for the 
detection of drugs and outlines the approval authority, criteria for approval, the approval 
process, notification procedures, fee assessment, payment procedures and the publication 
in the Virginia Register of Regulations of a list of approved field tests or field test kits. 
These amendments correct technical errors in the regulations and update internal 
practices and procedures used by the Division in approving the field test kits.   
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Assess the impact of this regulatory action on the institution of the family and family stability.  
               
 
There is no family impact.    
 


